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FOREWORD

To play the top register of the flute with ease and fluency is the
goal of many a flutist. The purpose of these studies is to assist him in
acquiring such ease and fluency. The challenges fall into three broad
groups: (1) Reading the high notes; (2) Playing in all keys; (3) Articu-
lating in the high register. A brief comment on each challenge follows:

(1) THE NOTATION of the top register involves leger lines;
many of them. It will help, where many leger lines are used, to associate the
note directly with the fingering. Do not go through the process of counting
the leger lines, identifying the note, and then fingering it. Instead, establish
a direct connection between note and fingering. In other words, not: NOTE
to COUNT LINES to NAME OF NOTE to FINGERING, but: NOTE
to FINGERING!

(2) THE EXECUTION of top register intervals in all keys. These
exercises expose the flutist to all major and minor keys, and require that
he familiarize himself with the lesser used intervals, identify enharmonic
equivalents, and become familiar with unusual cross-fingering patterns.

(3) THE ARTICULATION of top register intervals. These exer-
cises compel the flutist to coordinate tongue, lips, and fingers with breath
control, and to play the whole without gain or loss of tempo. The flutist
must acquire that strict “inner rhythm” of the triplets and sixteenths, no
matter what the articulation.

IN CONCLUSION: The goal of the virtuoso flutist should be to
play these studies perfectly, and towards that goal he must practice slowly
at first. A quarter note at M. M. 60 is a good first metronome setting.
When the fingerings and intervals become a subconscious part of the
“finger” sense, the “tongue” sense, and the sense of supporting the tone
from the diaphragm, the increase of tempo will come naturally. With it,
too, will come an agility and fluency in the top register which identify the
master flutist.

THOMAS FILAS
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ALL THAT JAZZ
SOLOS FOR JAZZ FLUTE
(Transcribed by Robert Afifi)

ALL-TIME FAVORITES SERIES
SOLOS FOR FLUTE (with Piano
Accomp.) (Selected & Edited by
Donald Peck)

BANDMAN'S FLUTE REPERTOQIRE
Vol. 1—Overtures i
Vol. 2—Concert Music

FOSS
THREE AMERICAN PIECES
(Flute & Piano)

GREENWOOD-ROSENBLUM
ROSEWOOD BOOK, THE
(Flute or Recorder and Guitar)

LANGEY
TUTOR

LET US HAVE MUSIC
FOR FLUTE

PEARLS OF THE OLD
MASTERS

VOLUME 1

Flute

Piano

VOLUME 2
Flute

Piano

PLEASURES OF PAN
VOLUME 1
Flute & Piano

CARL FISCHERo

ISBN 0-8258-0517-1
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