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FOREWORD
(from the first edition)

From the eleventh to the fifteenth centuries when the Troubadours flourished in Southern
+ France, one ofthe most famous “cours d'amane wac thas 5 e B TN e P I I e

Living in Aix-en-Provence, he was so beloved by his subjects that even today, many centuries
after his death, his name remains so popular and the ‘memory of his art so existent, that the

people ofthe town feel as if he would simply step down from the pedestal of the statue erected to
his memory and speak to them.

There was a place, very sunny and windless in winter, wh

_ ere he was accustomed to go every
day. This place, now a sort of main boulevard, is still called

the “Chimney of King René.”
I. Conege
Il.  Aubade (Morning Serenade)
L Jongleurs (Jugglers)
V. 1a Maousinglade (the name of a section in
Provence in which Darius Milhaud'
means “badly arranged”)

the country of Aix-en-
s house is situated, literally it

V. Joutes sur I'Arc (Jousts on the Arc)  The Arc is a little river near
Aix-en-Provence where Cézanne painted his famous “Baigneuses”
and the “Jousts" are the nautical tourneys that took place on the river
in olden times.

i .

Chasse a valabre (H unting at Valabre) Valabre is a little old castle
near Aix-en-Provence where King René was accustomed to go for his
_ hunting parties. '
VIL.  Madrigal-Nocturne. The Suite ends in a slow poetical atmosphere.

Itis interesting to note that this music was originally written for the film Cavalcade d’Amour, |
which dealt with the subject of love in three different time periods: the Middle Ages, the 19th 1
century, and the 20th century. Milhaud wrote this music for the first segment of the film and the l
balance wus composcd by Honegger and Desmormiére. There is an expression which has been

adopted in the French language — “Se chauffer 2 la cheminée du roi Ren

€" which translates
literally “to warm one's self at King René’s chimney” and really means “to

bask in the sun”,

This work was first performed on March 5,1941, by the San Francisco Woodwind Quintet at : |
Mills College.
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